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A book review by Malcolm Grundy
Many congregations and clergy around the world understand themselves in deeper ways through the work of Robin Greenwood. In this latest book he reminds us of how he has reflected on Christian ministry over almost 40 years. His books have explored both priesthood and ministry. His working life in the dioceses of Ripon, Chelmsford, Gloucester and in the Province of Wales have been dedicated to the development of collaborative ministry and the establishment of local ministry teams. In his final appointment, as Vicar of Monkseaton in the Diocese of Newcastle he expresses his gratitude to Bishop Martin Wharton for providing him with the support and security which has enabled this book to be written.
In this new book Greenwood takes the familiar concept of episkope which literally means ‘oversight’ and takes it on much further than an understanding of the ministry of bishops where it has been constrained for too long. He develops the stimulating idea that the clergy and people in parishes or local congregations are the ones who exercise a kind of missionary oversight of the task of the church in the world. This is done by the renewal of local congregational life and a new understanding of the place and role of the priesthood within it. The base for such a rethinking is the local worshipping, eucharistic community.  

Added to this re-imagining of  episkope he explores ‘models’ which will engage with renewed concepts of priesthood, worship and mission. Greenwood develops the idea of the community with its leader or leaders as navigator. From his work in New Zealand and his reading of Anne Salmond’s account of  the eighteenth-century journeys of Captain Cook in the Pacific, he came to see more clearly than ever that navigators were key to the expeditions. In a splendid phrase he says that they ‘learned to navigate intuitively towards a destination, as yet unknown but attractive to them. (Introduction p. xiii)
The five chapters then go on to explore – or navigate – what energizes and what inhibits the transforming activities of bishops, clergy and congregations. These practical pieces are based on evidence gained from a series of interviews with 45 parish clergy and eight bishops from different parts of the world. They earth the discussion in reality and take us straight to the essential engagement with issues outside the church which should be the missional and incarnational place for Christianity. Greenwood as teacher and researcher is sure that there is the need to re-establish theological criteria in ways which will enable us to find out again how to be church. Parish priests will be ‘missionary’ in a ‘collaborative’ church.
This is an exciting and challenging book, resourced at every page with national and international reports and discussion and by international ecumenical documents. Readers of Robin’s previous books will not be disappointed by this latest contribution. Yet again he points us to new places in ministry but, like the good navigator allows us to a make our own journey. These places will seem all the more attractive through this immersion in the debate about what clergy, bishops and churches are for in a church which desperately needs to be steered in new directions.
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